
534 Unit 8: Assessment

MODULE 25
STANDARDIZED 
TESTS AND 
SCORES

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Types of Standardized Tests

•	 Categories of Standardized Tests

•	 Criterion-Referenced and Norm-Referenced Tests
➊	 Describe the purpose of four broad categories of standardized tests 

and how standardized tests are used by teachers.

➋	 Explain the difference between criterion-referenced and  

norm-referenced tests.

Understanding Test Scores

•	 Central Tendency and Variability

•	 Normal Distribution

•	 Types of Tests Scores

➌	 Explain the basic properties of a normal distribution.

➍	 Describe four types of test scores, and explain the advantages and 

limitations of each.

Characteristics of Good Tests

•	 Validity

•	 Reliability
➎	 Explain why validity and reliability are two important qualities of tests and 

why teachers need this information about tests to interpret test scores.

Applications: Accommodating Students  

at Risk
➏	 Explain how accommodations improve the validity of test scores for 

students at risk.

TYPES OF STANDARDIZED TESTS

➊	 Describe the purpose of four broad categories of standardized tests and how standardized 
tests are used by teachers.

➋	 Explain the difference between criterion-referenced and norm-referenced tests.

How many standardized tests have you taken in your life? Can you remember why you 
took them? Perhaps you took the SAT or ACT to apply for college, or the Praxis I exam to 
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